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The course consists of approximately 6 hours of high quality professional development training for TAs involved in supporting mathematics in the classroom. 

The overall aims of the course are to support Teaching Assistants in:

· developing effective ways of working with children to promote mathematical learning

· extending their questioning skills to encourage purposeful mathematical dialogue and to support assessment of children’s mathematical understanding

· understanding how to use a range of key models and images to promote mathematical understanding

· gaining insight into how to support children in developing understanding of the core aspects of mathematics: number, place value and calculation

The programme is organised into the following 4 sessions:

· The role of the Teaching Assistant - considering key features of effective support in mathematics

· Promoting understanding of numbers and place value – using models and images to promote sound understanding of core number concepts

· Promoting understanding of addition/subtraction – developing understanding and confidence in mental calculation strategies and using jottings to support thinking

· Promoting understanding of multiplication/division – developing key models and images that promote understanding and underpin mental strategies

The course can be delivered over two mornings. It will be run in school, ideally for between 12 and 16 participants. Neighbouring schools may decide to combine resources where they do not have sufficient TAs of their own. 

There is a time interval between the course sessions as participants will be asked to carry out a range of activities in school to complement the course. These tasks are designed to help TAs rehearse and develop key ideas from the course within their own school context. 

TAs will need to discuss activities and outcomes from the course with the teachers they work with, so schools should ensure that teachers are fully aware of TA involvement in the course and know that they will need to put some time aside to support TAs in their ongoing development work. More detailed information will be sent to participating schools before the start of the course to support this.

Intended impact for participating schools:

The purpose of the course is to ensure that TAs become more confident and skilled in supporting mathematical learning. In turn, this will ensure that the support they give will enable pupils to achieve intended learning targets in order to make good progress in mathematics. 

Impact from the course will be visible in the following ways:

· TAs will carry out a short case study for an individual or small group of learners that they will work with for several sessions over the period of the course. They will use notes from sessions to identify progress in the children’s understanding and the strategies/questions that they used that were most effective in promoting learning. 

· They will also carry out a survey to assess the children’s attitudes to mathematics before the start of the course and at the end in order to identify approaches that have helped the pupils to become more confident and positive about their mathematical learning.

· TAs will discuss outcomes from the course and their case study with the class teacher. It is hoped that this will help teachers and TAs develop effective models for sharing planning and assessment information when TAs support small groups within class.

· TAs will complete a questionnaire before starting the course and again at the end in order to review their personal development through the course.

· TAs will also be asked to identify one or two continued personal development points. These will be shared with the school to enable continued development of TA support. Schools may choose to incorporate these development points into their performance management programme and into their ongoing CPD programme. 

For further details please contact Jayne Lacny at Reading Quest on 01865 403207.

